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the phrase ‘‘promote the general wel-
fare.”

Next week, the new Republican ma-
jority will put forward a bill to repeal
health care reform; to tell seniors, go
back to a world where you can choose
between your prescriptions and your
food; to tell our children, go back to a
world where an insurance company can
deny you coverage because you had the
misfortune to be born with a disease.
That is what they are doing next week.

Listen hard, listen hard today to
those words, ‘‘promote the general wel-
fare.”

————
THIS ILLEGAL ACT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this
new Congress must be committed to
listening to the will of the people and
following the Constitution. Imme-
diately we must right a wrong that has
been forcibly placed like chains on the
American people.

The unhealthy national health care
bill bruises the doctrine of the Con-
stitution. The people don’t want the
government stealing their individual
liberty to make health decisions. Con-
gress must repeal this totalitarian act.

In a few moments, Congress this day,
on this new day, will read the Constitu-
tion on the House floor, the sacred rule
of law for this Nation. Nowhere in this
document of wisdom does the Federal
Government have the omnipotent au-
thority to force any American to buy
any product or face criminal penalties,
whether it is a car, health insurance,
or a box of donuts.

The nationalized health care bill is
an unconstitutional oppression of the
American citizen. We will repeal this
injustice. On this new day, we stewards
of the Constitution must right this
wrong, this illegal law that has been
coerced upon the people without their
consent.

And that’s just the way it is.

CONDEMNING THE NEW YEAR’S
DAY ATTACK ON A COPTIC
CHURCH IN EGYPT

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to condemn the senseless and heinous
attack that took place on New Year’s
Day in Alexandria, Egypt, during a
Coptic Christian mass ushering in the
new year.

The suicide bombing that took place
20 minutes into 2011 took the lives of 23
Christians and wounded more than 90
others. Although no one has claimed
responsibility for the attack, the Egyp-
tian Government has linked the al-
Qaeda terrorist organization to this
brutal attack. Whoever the perpetra-
tors may be, their actions epitomize
the definition of evil and remind us of
the constant struggle around the world
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against terrorism. Security must re-
main a priority in Egypt and all free-
dom-fighting nations.

This event illuminates the unprece-
dented prejudice facing this minority
population and the evident inter-reli-
gious struggle and violence that is
plaguing Egypt. This deplorable act of
violence is yet another example of the
escalation of violence against Egypt’s
Coptic Christians, who make up about
10 percent of the population.

I offer my condolences to the fami-
lies of victims who perished in the
bombing, and I hope the Egyptian Gov-
ernment honors their promise with a
swift and thorough investigation of
this vicious crime.

———

AMERICAN ENERGY, AMERICAN
JOBS

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, well, here we go again. Gaso-
line: $3, $4, and soon $5 a gallon. Oil at
$100 a barrel. Yet America’s offshore
resources total more than 86 billion
barrels of oil and 420 trillion cubic feet
of natural gas, enough oil to replace
imports from Saudi Arabia and Ven-
ezuela for the next 80 years. But the

administration’s moratorium says
“no” to American oil and ‘‘yes’” to
OPEC.

We don’t have to buy hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars worth of oil from OPEC,
borrow $900 billion from China, run a
massive trade deficit or raise taxes.
The revenues and leases from offshore
exploration can bring up to $3.7 trillion
in Federal revenue to slash our deficit,
build clean power plants, clean up our
air and water, increase renewables, and
rebuild our crumbling highways and
bridges—all while creating millions of
jobs and trillions in economic output.

I hope my colleagues will join me as
I reintroduce the bipartisan American
Conservation and Clean Energy Inde-
pendence Act so we can work on secur-
ing America’s prosperity and American
jobs using American resources.

Stop talking; start building.

———

VOTE “NO” ON REPEALING THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak against the reckless at-
tempt to repeal the Affordable Care
Act.

The new law has already put in place
critical protections to help our fami-
lies across this country. I want to tell
the story of one family in my district
whose life has been dramatically
helped by this law, the Strong family
of Santa Barbara.

Bill and Victoria Strong’s daughter,
Gwendolyn, was diagnosed at age 6
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months with a rare disease, muscular
spinal atrophy. Her care is extremely
expensive; and before the new law, the
Strongs lived in constant fear that
Gwendolyn would reach her policy’s
lifetime limit, no longer be covered for
treatments and be uninsurable because
of her pre-existing condition.

The elimination of lifetime caps has
given the Strongs peace of mind. They
are guaranteed Gwendolyn will receive
the care she needs and their family is
protected from bankruptcy.

Repealing these safeguards will take
that security away. It would put this
courageous little girl at risk of having
her health care cut off when she needs
it most and it would put this inspiring
family at risk of bankruptcy.

I urge my colleagues to stand for all
those who are benefiting from the law,
as the Strong family is. Vote ‘“no’ on
repealing the Affordable Care Act.

—
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ROADMAP TO ECONOMIC
RECOVERY

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
while this is my first opportunity to
address the House, it won’t be my last.
The people of eastern and southeastern
Ohio sent me here to be their voice,
and I intend to be that voice. On their
behalf, I will speak out—loud and
clear—on the issues that matter to the
working people of my district.

People sent me here for one primary
reason: They think Congress has lost
its way. And my constituents gave me
a map they want us to use to get back
on the right path. It’s a simple map,
drawn in bold, unmistakable strokes.
Americans want us to be true to our
founding principles, and the roads are
open for all. But there are no shortcuts
for special interests.

But, most of all, this roadmap was
made in America and paid for upfront.
That’s how our spending must be. We
owe it to taxpayers to disclose what
our votes will cost and be clear about
how they’re paid for.

And, finally, Mr. Speaker, the map
my citizens gave me leads in one very
clear direction—toward economic re-
covery for every American. That’s the
way I'm headed. And I will cast my
votes here with that in mind.

————

HEALTH CARE REPEAL AND
IMPACT ON JOBS

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. All throughout Congress,
the Republicans consistently asked,
“Where are the jobs?’’ They asked this
last year. Yet in their first major ac-
tion, the House Republicans are show-
ing their true colors: playing politics
at the expense of hardworking Ameri-
cans.
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